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Shopping to lifestyle destination:
New plans unveiled for Orchard Rd

By Navin Sregantan
navinsre@sph.com.sg
@NavinSreBT

Singapore

ORCHARD Road promises to be much

more than the fabled shopping and
entertainment strip that it already is

in future.

Plans have been made to
strengthen its position as a lifestyle
location with more green spaces and
a car-free zone.

The plans were unveiled on Wed-
nesday by the Singapore Tourism
Board (STB), Urban Redevelopment

BOULEVARD 88

Authority (URA) and National Parks
Board (NParks). Together with the
Land Transport Authority, these bod-
ies have completed a six-month re-
view of the plans for the belt.

Consultations were also held with
private-sector groups, alongside a
study led by Australian property con-
sultancy Cistri.

At the launch of Design Orchard, a
mall housing homegrown labels, Min-
ister for Trade and Industry Chan
Chun Sing, who is co-chair of the Min-
isterial Steering Committee for Orch-
ard Road, said the belt must continue

to be a place of innovation and evolu-
tion, where new concepts and experi-
ences can be tried out.

Design Orchard is one such initiat-
ive. The mall groups more than 60
local brands, including retailer Naiise,
sportswear outfit Kydra and social en-
terprise The Animal Project.

Being housed under one roof gives
these homegrown labels the oppor-
tunity to build their presence along-
side the international brands on the
shopping and entertainment strip.

1 Continued on Page 3
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The exterior of Design Orchard, a mall housing more than 60 homegrown labels at the junction of Orchard Road
and Cairnhill Road. It stands where the Singapore Visitor Centre used to be. BT PHCTO: DESMOND FOD
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From shopping to lifestyle destination

1 Continued from Page 1

Sited at the junction of Orchard Road
and Cairnhill Road (where the Singa-
pore Visitor Centre used to be), the
mall has a retail showcase on the first
level, incubation spaces on the
secand and a cafe and events space
on its roof.

The plans include making Orch-
ard Road “The Lifestyle Destination” -
one with innovative retail concepts,
attractions, entertainment and
events, said STB, URA and NParks in a
statement.

The shopping belt is split up into
four sub-precincts — Tanglin, Orch-
ard, Somerset and Dhoby Ghaut -
each with distinct identities to be en-
hanced to cater to the varied interests
of Orchard Road’s visitors.

The Orchard sub-precinct will re-
main the retail heart, with the experi-
ence there to be enhanced through
more street activities and better ped-
estrian connectivity, the agencies
said.

In a statement, Mr Chan acknow-
ledged that much of Orchard Road’s

past successes as an attraction arose
from the public and private sectors
cooperating to bring concepts and re-
tail offerings to locals and tourists.

“We will continue our partnership
with the private sector to develop
Orchard Road as a vibrant lifestyle
destination that offers an exceptional
experience beyond retail.”

To that end, the Orchard Road
Business Association (ORBA) will
start a year-long trial in April to intro-
duce activities such as retail and food
and beverage pop-ups, arts and enter-
tainment events and event spaces
along the pedestrian mall.

ORBA chairman Mark Shaw said
the association plans to have more
pop-ups and organise more events to
generate more buzz.

Ideas for the other sub-precincts
include adding more youth-oriented
offerings to the Somerset sub-pre-
cinct, family-friendly ones to Dhoby
Ghaut, and arts and culture offerings
to the Tanglin sub-precinct.

To "Bring Back the Orchard” to
Orchard Road, NParks is looking to
plant trees and shrubs in the colours

of the tropics; Istana Park could also
be rejuvenated with themed gardens
inspired by botanical and horticul-
tural traditions drawn from Singa-
pore's history.

But given that Orchard Road is a
thoroughfare for those headed to the
central area and is heavily built-up on
either side, Minister for National De-
velopment and co-chair of the Minis-
terial Steering Committee for Orch-
ard Road Lawrence Wong said
changes will take time and require ac-
tion by both the government and the
private sector.

“We will continue to take in feed-
back and suggestions, and work with
stakeholders to refine and progress-
ively implement the plans to make
Orchard Road a great street in our
City in a Garden."

A public exhibition on the plans is
being held at Orchard Fountain
Corner beside 313@Somerset. It will
goon till Feb 13.

Details of the plans will be online
at hutps.//ura.sg/orchardrd. Mem-
bers of the public are invited to offer
feedback till May 31.
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Big revamp to turn Orchard
into a more lively street

New concepts to boost 4 sub-precincts; part
ofroad may go car-free to link green spaces

Tiffany Fumikeo Tay

Travelling from one end of Or-
chard Road to the other will eventu-
ally be a very different experience,
as plans are afoot to transform the
2.4km stretch into a more lively
street with different offerings in
each of its four sub-precincts.
art of the road may also go car-
free to connect green spaces at the
Istana Park, Dhoby Ghaut Green
and the open space at Plaza Singa-
pura, and turnit intoa garden oasis.

These were among the proposed
plans to rejuvenate Singapore’s
shopping belt unveiled yesterday,

following a six-month study and
consultations with stakeholders.

In a joint statement, the Singa-
pore Tourism Board, Urban Rede-
velopment Authority and National
Parks Board (NParks) said new re-
tail concepts, attractions, entertain-
ment and events will be introduced
to the Tanglin, Somerset, Orchard
and Dhoby Ghaut sub-precincts to
strengthen Orchard Road’s posi-
tionasa lifestyle destination.

The heart of Orchard Road will re-
main the retail core, with more
mixed-use developments to be
built on vacant parcels of state land
along Orchard Boulevard.

Starting in April, the Orchard
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Road Business Association will be-
gin a year-long trial to bring activi-
ties, such asretail and food and bev-
erage pop-ups and arts and enter-
tainment events, to the pedestrian
walkways along the street.

Side streets such as Killiney Road
and Orchard Turn will also be en-
hanced for better connectivity,
while elevated link bridges may be
built to make it easier for visitors to
cross the junctions of Orchard and
Paterson roads, the agencies said.

Dhoby Ghaut will be a green
zone with family-friendly attrac-
tions such as outdoor playgrounds
andsheltered event venues.

Tanglin will be branded a mixed-
use neighbourhood with artsandar-
tisanal choices, with the conserved
Tudor Court, for example, housing
morearts and cultural offerings.

Somerset will strengthen its posi-

tioning as a youth hub with new
lifestyle options and the possible
transformation of the Grange Road
open-air carpark into a dedicated
events space, the agencies said.

To “bring back the Orchard”,
NParks is also looking to plant
more trees and shrubs along Or-
chard Road, starting next year,
with a different colour palette for
eachsub-precinct.

Experts say that the ideas are a
good move, but the real transforma-
tion needs to happen inside the
street’s malls.

Plans to rejuvenate Orchard Road
were first announced in 2017 by
then Minister for Trade and Indus-
try (Industry) S. Iswaran. These in-
cluded using state land for pop-up
concepts and events, creating a lo-
cal retail showcase and making the
street more pedestrian-friendly.

Information subject to change. Not meant for circulation.
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Speaking yesterday at the launch
of Design Orchard, the realisation
of the local retail and incubation
space, Trade and Industry Minister
Chan Chun Sing said that Orchard
Road has come a long way from its
days as anutmeg and clove planta-
tion, and must continue to be a
place ofinnovation and evolution.

Addressing building owners in
the audience, he said that they
should not feel constrained by the
current rules when coming up with
new concepts.

“Orchard Road is not a 2.4(km)
IPPT run; we are not aiming for peo-
ple to pass through Orchard Road
in five or 10 minutes. We want peo-
ple to come here, linger and make
sure that they have a different expe-
rience at each and every turn,” he
said, referring to the Individual
Physical Proficiency Test.

A public exhibition on the future
plans for Orchard Road is being
held at Orchard Fountain Cornerbe-
side 313@Somerset for two weeks -
starting yesterday and lasting until
Feb 13 - to gather feedback. Details
on the plans and a feedback chan-
nel will be available until May 31 at
https://ura.sg/orchardrd

tiffanyt@sph.com.sg
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Turning Orchard from a shopping to hfestyle destination

In a bid to rejuvenate Singapore’s most famous street and ensure it stays relevant,

an ambitious plan has been unveiled to introduce new retail concepts, attractions,
entertainment and events along the 24km stretch. This comes after a six-month study
and consultations with stakeholders. An exhibition on future plans for Orchard Road will
be held at Orchard Fountain Corner until Feb 13, for the public to visit and share feedback.

New Lifestyle : g New Vantage Point @

Experience @ Tanglin UrchardfPatersun Road Junction
Tanglin will be branded a mixed-use neighbourhood Elevated link bridges may be built to make it easier
with arts and artisanal choices, with the conserved for visitors to cross the junctions of Orchard and
Tudor Court for example used to house more arts Paterson roads

and cultural offerings

I Design Orchard, a retail and incubation space to showcase and groom local talent
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More pocket parks

More arts and
lifestyle uses
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€» New Event Space @ Somerset

Grange Road open-air carpark may be transformed
into a dedicated events space
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Somerset will strengthen its positioning as a youth
hub with new lifestyle options
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Part of Orchard Road
may also go car-free to
connect green spaces
at the Istana Park,
Dhoby Ghaut Green
and the open space at
Plaza Singapura

-
Dhoby Ghaut Green

Source: NATIONAL PARKS BOARD, SINGAFORE TOURISM BOARD, URBAN REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY PHOTOS: DESMOND FOO, SAHIBA CHAWDHARY, NATIONAL PARKS BOARD STRAITS TIMES GRAFPHICS
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